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NEWS: Banding Together...MassWildlife & MassDOT Join Forces 
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MOSES membGr Bridgett McAlice carefjlly secured her harness on the side ol 1-190 as cars and trucks 
whizzed by. This was her hist time in a 'buckef destined to dip bekiw the Quinapoocet Badge, bcated in 
Holden, Massachusetts, to band four rawn chicks for federal and state tracking purposes. 

McAice is a wildife biobgist with the Central Mass. Wildlife Distnct of the Division of Fishenes S Wildife 
and a hearty soul to brave the area's highest point over the Quinapoxet River, a key factor to its sanction as a 
bcahon for the petegnne tabon nest She expbins, 'Fabons don't build nests They normelly cell rock ledges 
or exposed cfff sides home. Hovrever, there are not too many of those in Massachusetts, so balconies end 
windcwbdgesareotten targeted We hope th is preem ptve nest wi II encourage a pair ot peregnne tabons to 
make this bndge home.' 

Four members of the Massachusetts Organization of State Engineers ft Scientists, including McAioe, 
Bill Davis, district supsnrisor of the Central Mass. Wildlife District, and MassDOT District 3 Bridge 
Inspectors Miks Dygon and Thaddeus Gumula, with Don Pride and John Beig from MassDOT District 2 
operating the bucket truck, were part ot the joint ettcrt 

The appnxnmately 6-7 week ob raven babies did not have all their mature flying tealtiers, so applying the 
uniquely numbered bands was a fairly easy task. MoAlce notes. The parents aren't aggressive, so it was 
pretty easy to place the band around each chick's bg. These numbers are then entered into a national 
database for state ardfedeialtracking purposes ' Assisting McAice was Mike Mxelly, a wildffe technician, 
also with MassWiktife. 

Central Mass. District Supervisor Bill Davis aptly points out that these bards are a type of bird social 
security number. He says each ring includes a consistent four-digit prefix and a unique five-digit number, 
albwing for easier tracking when outinthefiekj. MassWihUtebandshundiedsot geese, fens of bald eagbs, 
tens of fabons and numerous waterfowl annually He shares, 'Reeding the numbers requires a tar amount of 
patience, to say the bast. We use an 80 power astronomical tebscope and read from about 30 yards away, 
be it winter, spnng, summer or tall' 

Wayne MacCallum, director of the DiviEion of Fishenes & Wildife, shares, 'The banding of common ravens 
IS instnimental in our research and understanding of this adaptabb bird end its recent eppearenoe as a 
nesting species in the Commonwaalh. Band sightings and returns relating to the chicks under the 
Quinapoxet Bndge will further shed Ight on their dispersal, habitat preferences, survival and seasonal 
movements' 

Kay to the operation was accessibility. MassDOTs Mike Dygon explains, 'We used a Bndge Master 
Inspector 50, one of just two in Ihe state. This 23-fon truck can alicubts up to 50 feet, spanning upwards of 
three lanes as it tebscopes under the bndge to ary point desired.' Typically used for bridge inspection, 
pailicubrly those over water, the Brdge Master 50 features an enclosed, automatic bvefng, fiberglass, three- 
person bucket and provides a horizontal under-bridge reach of 46 feet, a wrtical down reach of 55 feet and a 
vertical up reach ot 32 feet 

MassDOT Secretary Richard A. Davey is happy to support the effort. He says, 'Bnngmg multipb agencies 
together, particubrly as it relates to our enviionmert, is a project I end the department support 100%.' 

Maiy Grifiin, commissioner of the Department of Fish & Game, concurs, "We are excited to pair up with 
MassDOT forthis impotart project. Peregrine falcons are a beautiful raptor and working with fellow 
Commonwealh agencies to sustain this species is a valuable and worlhwhib effort.' 

It IS hoped that the pbcement of the peregnne tabon nesting tray ■ a Itb turttier down under the bndge - 
will enoourege this stafe-isted species to estabish a new nesting teinfoiy Peiegnnes favor natural cIR feces 
for nest sites, but have shown interest in man-made structures, such as buidings and bridges, as a 
substitute. McAioe points out, 'Fabons can be pretty picky about their homes. If the box is built incomectly or 
instalbd in the wrong position, it wi II be much bss likely to atiract a pair. This nest is a shallow box, lilbd wHh 
pea stone, and Incbdes several hobs to albw for proper drainage.' H is beieved the 1-190 bndge over the 
Quinapoxet, the talbst highway bridge in Worcester County and ideally situated near the Wachusett 
Reservoir, wi II prove particu briy attractive to the species 

Davis notes, 'Massachusetts has worked hard to restore the peregrine tabon population in particular 
through a very proactive management process. In an effort to he^ this population, we rebased young fabons 
to the wild from the roof of the McCormack Post Office in Boston, so they would Ihink Massachusetts was their 
natural home. This effort started back in 1982 with a popu lation of zero. We had our first nest at the Custom 
House In Boston back in the late 60s and now we proudly provide mar made homes to 34 pairs of eagles and 


Why this Is Importsnt. Davis says, 'After DDT end other matenab vsre banned back in the 70s, it took 
some time for the environment to cbanse itsei and for these populations to gradually build. Having the 
Quabbin and Wachusett Reservoirs in the area, both an ideal habitat for eagles, tabons and ravens, it made 
sense for MassWildife to take an active rob in jumpstartmg Ihe popublion.' 

Reasons on why protecting and advancing this popubtior is important is three fold. Davis expbins, 
'Legally, we are mandated to consent these wildife species at both the state and federal bvef morally, we 
are respensibb as the sfewants of this pbnet and need to bok after the other enimab thet depend on it; and 
perhaps most important, socially this particular populahor proved to be an excellent environmental 
indicator For exampb, when their populations crashed due to the pesticide affecting their abilty to reproduce, 
it was this that abrted humans to the dangers of DDT.' 

AsMassachusatts'birdpopubtiontakesfight,JoaDorant,presidertofthe Massachusetts Organization of 
S1ateEngineers&Sciertistssumsitupnioely,Thisbandlng together oftwo diverse state agencies to 
advance and presarve a natural resource further prows that public empbyees are buly dedicated to the 
greeter good and the oollecbve best interest ot ell Kudos to our members, as well as the great work of 


Specrefttrenks Id Mass. Slate Trooper Jeff Reger, 
Uckef Splsioe, Bill Dsm, BriUgelt McAice, 
Mike MoreJV, Mrke Dydon, niadobus Gmub, 
Don PWrle and John Beig 
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